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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE GEOLOGY OF
THE PEAK DISTRICT OF DERBYSHIRE (TO 1965)

by

Trevor D. Ford and Michael H. Mason

Introduction

As in so many fields of geological investigation, the compilation of a bibliography is
encompassed with boundary problems. What should be included and what omitted? To keep this bibliography
to a reasonable size certain definitions and delimitations are necessary.

The Peak District is taken to include those parts of the Counties of Derbyshire, Staffordshire
and Yorkshire between the South Pennine Coalfields. The western boundary is thus the eastern limit of Coal
Measures outcrop in the North Staffordshire Coalfield, and the eastern boundary is the western limit of Coal
Measures in the Derbyshire Coalfield.  To the north an arbitrary boundary is taken through Longdendale and
the Woodhead Pass, thus including the Millstone Grit plateau of Bleaklow, but excluding the country to the
north. The southern boundary is, broadly, the Middle Trent Valley from near Derby to Ashbourne and Leek.
These limits mean that the Peak District may be assumed to be the outcrops of the Carboniferous Limestone
and Millstone Grit of the South Pennines, with only very restricted areas of Permo~Triassic strata in the Trent
Valley and Coal Measures only in the Goyt Coalfield. Entries apparently dealing with strata or areas out-
side these limits are included only if they specifically refer to Peak District material.

If the limits of the region may be defined reasonably easily, then the limits of geology within
it are less easily defined. In view of the lead mining industry, one might argue for the inclusion of every
reference to mining technicalities and history; but these are often very marginal to geology and only selected
items are included herein. Similarly, there is an extensive literature pertaining to the caves in the limestone;
only selected items of more than cave~exploration interest are included here. Post-Pleistocene archaeology
is excluded.

An attempt has been made to check the volume and page number of every entry, but
inevitably some will have been missed. In view of the surprising number of misquotations in some other
bibliographies, we have tried to check all cross-references, and hope that we have made fewer mistakes,
though many. of the older references are difficult of access. Unpublished theses have been included when
they are known, though we fear we have been unable to trace many before 1950.
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The foundations of this bibliogrophy were buiit up with the aid of several other bibliographies,
which are listed here for further investigation.

Bibliogrophy of Yorkshire Geology by T. Sheppard in the Proceedings of the Yorkshire Geological Society
trom 1915 onwards (continued for a time by R. G.S. Hudson).

Bibliography of Geology of the North of England excluding Yorkshire by T. Sheppard in the Naturalist in
- The T9207s and TO307.

A Derbyshire Lead Mining Bibliography by R.H. O'Neal, published by the Derbyshire County Library in 1961.

The Caves of Derbyshire, with bibliographic notes appended to the description of each cave by T.D. Ford
published by the Dalesman Publishing Co. , Claphom, Yorkshire, 1964,

The Peak District Mineral Index with bibliographic references by T.D. Ford and W.A.S. Sarjeant in Bulletin
of the Peak District Mines Historical Soclety, Vol. 2, 1964.

References on Archaeology and Pleistocene Palaeontology by J. W. Jackson (Chapter VI in "British Caving",
Kouﬂe:%z and Kegan Paul, London, 1962},

Geomorphological Abstrocts edited by K. M. Clayton, London School of Economics.

Abbreviations are in general those used in the World List of Scientific Perlodicals.
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